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START PROGRAM
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2018-2019



Head Start / Early Head Start Program
 Is a federal program that promotes school readiness in the areas 

of social-emotional, cognitive & 

 Supports parents' efforts to fulfill their parental roles; and helps 
parents identify barriers and move toward self-sufficiency. 

 Provides 2 home visit and 3 parent/teacher conference per 
program year and the purpose of activities is to build 
connections with home and school.



Phase-In Days are when children come for 3.5 hours to learn the 
daily routine and meet their teachers 
Please see the schedule below:
 Monday August 13, 2018 from 7:30-11:00am : All NEW 

Children and Children transitioning from Early Head Start
 Tuesday, August 14, 2018 from 7:30-11:00am: All RETURNING

Head Start Children
 Wednesday, August 15, 2018 first full day of school



Operational Hours
 Early Head Start-infant & toddlers: 7:30 AM - 2:3 0PM
 Head Start:  7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
 Staff hours are from 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
 Up dated cell phone numbers and email addresses are 

required



Arrival & Departure
 Sign-in & Sign-out – State requirement that all children 

are signed/in and out each day by a person 16 years or 
older

 Parking – Please do NOT block cars, drive safe around 
school zone 

 Appropriate attire – Child should wear comfortable play 
clothes and  closed/tie-up shoes.  Pants and belts that are 
easy to pull up and down

 Cell phones – Please turn off “CELL PHONE” when 
entering the building – this is a communication opportunity 
for parents and staff.  It also sends the message to 
children that school is important !!!



What to Bring to School
 Change of clothes

Seasonally appropriate
Medication

1)  Must be in original container
2)  Signature is required by parent/guardian before staff may 

administer medication
3)  Prescription Label & Medical Authorization Form



ATTENDANCE & TARDIES
 Attendance is very important. School is a good experience to help your child become 

more self sufficient and independent. Research shows that children with great 
attendance have better outcomes at school.

 Absences: Please notify the Site Manager, Family Enrichment Specialist or your 
child’s teacher, if your child is going to be absent or if you are going to be late and 
give reason, so it can be documented in the data system correctly.

 We are required to contact you when your child is absent.  If your child is absent 3 or 
more days and we have not heard from you we will make a home visit.   Excessive 
absentees could result  in your child being  place  back on the waitlist.

 Chronic Absences or attendance that fall under 85% attendance will be placed on an 
attendance plan and this plan will be monitored closely for improvement. 



TEXT/EMAIL BLAST
 As a safety measure, if your child is not in attendance by 8:30 AM, 

you will receive notification by a text message and email requesting 
a reason for your child’s absentee or tardiness.  This helps to ensure 
that you know your child is not in school, if someone else is 
responsible for getting your child to school. 

 If we do not have your cell phone number or email address, please 
speak with your Family Enrichment Specialist



Overviews
 Parent Handbook & Parent Resource Directory-Will 

be emailed to you and is accessible on our website.  
www.headstartuams.edu

 Parent Resource Directory- a list of agencies within 
the community for services:
 Basic Needs
 Education
 Health Care Services
 Other Services

http://www.headstartuams.edu/


Family Engagement
 Governance Structure
Parent Committee-Policy Council-Governing Board 
 Parent Trainings & Seminars
 In-kind Hours
 Family Partnership Goals
 Community Referrals
 Parent Café’-ACT Raising Safe Kid’s



Curriculum
Our Children Will Be Prepared for 
School!

EDUCATION
 Creative Curriculum 
 Teaching Strategies Gold
 Special Needs
 School Readiness Goals



Assessment/Screenings

 Teaching Strategies 
Gold

 DECA Social/Emotional
 Brigance
 Heights & Weights
 Vision & Hearing



Health & Nutrition
 Sick Child
 Medication 
 Health Requirements
 Mandated Reporting

 Meal Times
 Bringing Food In
 Celebrations
 Food Allergies-

Documentation needed for 
substitution



Questions?
 The are no wrong questions !!! 

 Knowledge is Power …



Center Contacts
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